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0. Prologue I: Memory Culture, Historical 
Culture, Historical Competencies
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Memorial in Doberaner Platz, Rostock, 
commemorating the 1992 Rostock riots

Photograph: Oliver Plessow.
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Transition:
System Change and Change of Memory Culture

Pluralization of
Political Debates

Pluralization of
Agents

Pluralization of
Rituals

I. The System Change of 1989/1990 and 
the Pluralization of Memory Culture

Pluralization of
Commemorative

Signs (Monuments, 
Memorials)

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
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Soziale Distinktion war „Race Class Gender“
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II. Changes in Memorial Culture: A 
Contextual Framework

The Annihilation of the German-German Border

Separation of Powers and Pluraliztaion

The Role of the Evolving Civil Society
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Former Schwanheide Border Patrol Building

Photograph: Oliver Plessow.
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III. Shifts in the Memory Landscape after 1989: 
Monuments

Commemoration the Most Recent Past: Monuments of
Unity and Monuments Commemorating the Soviet

Occupation Zone and the German Democratic Republic

Dealing with the Heritage of the GDR: Destroying
Monuments, Preserving Monuments

The Fate of GDR-Monuments Commemorating
Nationals Socialism

New Objects of Commemoration: Monuments for
Displaced Germans and for the Victims of War and

Violence

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
18.10.2017: Auch: Was ist Geschichtsdidaktik? Theorie, Empirie, Pragmatik. Was ist „Public History“? 
Soziale Distinktion war „Race Class Gender“
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Rostock University: Plaque commissioned
by the university in 1990 to commemorate
Arno Esch, a liberal democract who was 
abducted to the Soviet Union an executed
in 1951
Condition in 2017 after the transfer to the
„Arno Esch Auditorium“.
Foto: Oliver Plessow.
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Soziale Distinktion war „Race Class Gender“
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Universität Rostock: Memorial Plaque for Hans Morak, professor of dentistry and forced into
suicide in 1933 by the National Socialist regime, and for Arno Esch, executed by the
Communist in 1951.
Rostock, main building of the universoity, (state in 2017)
Foto: Oliver Plessow .

Commemorating victims of both the Nazi and the Communist regimes together?
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III. Shifts in the Memory Landscape after 1989: 
Monuments

Commemoration the Most Recent Past: Monuments of
Unity and Monuments Commemorating the Soviet

Occupation Zone and the German Democratic Republic

Dealing with the Heritage of the GDR: Destroying
Monuments, Preserving Monuments

The Fate of GDR-Monuments Commemorating
Nationals Socialism

New Objects of Commemoration: Monuments for
Displaced Germans and for the Victims of War and

Violence
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„May 1, 1945. Liberation of the City of Rostock from Hitler Facism by the Glorious Soviet Army“ 
Monument Rostock-Kavelstorf. Condition in the late 1980s.
Photo: Ostseezeitung, Archiv.

Vorführender
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Soziale Distinktion war „Race Class Gender“



„Memorial for the Revolutionary Sailors“ depicted in 
an East German Publication
Illustration: Gedenkstätten der Arbeiterbewegung im Bezirk Rostock, 3. Aulf., 
1981, S. 6. .



„Memorial for the Revolutionary Sailors“ 
1970/71 (Base Relief) 1977 (Statue)
Condition in January 2017

Photograph: Oliver Plessow. .
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Jaak Soans: Lenin Monument
Schwerin
Condition in 1996 with Graffito 
„Karl Marx is alive“.
Foto: Politische Memoriale e.V.

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
18.10.2017: Auch: Was ist Geschichtsdidaktik? Theorie, Empirie, Pragmatik. Was ist „Public History“? 
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III. Shifts in the Memory Landscape in Mecklenburg 
and Western Pomerania after 1989: Monuments

Commemoration the Most Recent Past: Monuments of
Unity and Monuments Commemorating the Soviet

Occupation Zone and the German Democratic Republic

Dealing with the Heritage of the GDR: Destroying
Monuments, Preserving Monuments

The Fate of GDR-Monuments Commemorating
Nationals Socialism

New Objects of Commemoration: Monuments for
Displaced Germans and for the Victims of War and

Violence

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
18.10.2017: Auch: Was ist Geschichtsdidaktik? Theorie, Empirie, Pragmatik. Was ist „Public History“? 
Soziale Distinktion war „Race Class Gender“
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Hans Stridde, Monument for the Victims of Facism, 1946
Rostock, Rosengarten. Condition 2015
Photo: Oliver Plessow .
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Hans Stridde, Monument for the Victims of Facism, 1946
Rostock, Rosengarten. Guard of Honor under Communist Rule.
Illustration: Gedenkstätten der Arbeiterbewegung im Bezirk Rostock, 3. ed. 1981, p. 9. .

Vorführender
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Stele Commemorating the Jewish
Congretation of the City of Stralsund. 
Condition 1991.
Photo: Politische Memoriale e.V.
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III. Shifts in the Memory Landscape in Mecklenburg 
and Western Pomerania after 1989: Monuments

Commemoration the Most Recent Past: Monuments of
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Occupation Zone and the German Democratic Republic

Dealing with the Heritage of the GDR: Destroying
Monuments, Preserving Monuments

The Fate of GDR-Monuments Commemorating
Nationals Socialism

New Objects of Commemoration: Monuments for
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Stele Commemorating the Victims and
Refugees from World War II.
Photo: Oliver Plessow
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IV. Shifts in the Memory Landscape after 1989: 
Memorials

System Transition: The Fate of East German 
Memorials (Sites of Commemoration) for National 

Socialist Atrocities

New Memorials Commemorating the Soviet
Occupation Zone and the German Democratic 

Republic (and the Nazi Era)

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
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